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There are seven national 
ieasbores a.tong Ille rim of 
the eonUnent.al United Stales. 
Besides l.bo!l• at ,\.sS.!teai:'• 
Wand, Cape Cod and Polllt 
RA!yes, lbey are located at 
Fire Island, N. Y.; Cape Hat
teras, N. C.; Cape Lookout , 
~. C. loot yet opeo); and 
Padre Island, Tea. 

National seashores are 
establ.l&bed by acts ol 
Coogress alter consultation by 
the Interior Deyartmeot with 
lbe otate or states involved. 
The National Park Service ad
ministers them a n d 
determines the restrictions 
and_ regula tiono governing 
their use. 

luttens tbe First 

'Ille first national seashore 
was Cape Hatteras, authorized 
by Congress in 1937. Today 
its 70-odd miles ol ocean front 
and relativ•ly well~tablisbed 
barrier dunes are a monument 
to lbe millions of dollars and 
th~ of man-hours spent 
on their preservation. 
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Fighting the People Problem 

pie on the dunes - even a 
foot_-print can lead to a deep 
ravme 1D a dune ii the wind 
:~~ .. up and blows the sand 

111 Jddltion to the national 
seashores there are in
numerable state and local 
parks, mostly small ones 
along the coast. Ailbough n~ =~~t.e compilation of 

,cs on these parks is 
re~dlly available, it is 
:iunr:;.~ t~at al?Proximately 

federal ~~hor ~b~r!u~ no~
operation. e m 

These parks also suff 
redeom lhel Uls that plague ti':! 
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and its past.ekolored, quonset
hut architecture in a sort of 
avocado-erate style have led 
Mrs. Betsy Fancbe~, an Atlan
ta author and authority on 
G~orgia's coastal islands to 
descr ibe it as "honky-tonk 
with a touch ol suburbia." 

Although m a n y con-
servationists feel that slate 
and local parks can help 
alleviate the burden on the 
federal system, they are al.so 
aware that the high level ol 
appearance standards and 
restrictions on visual pollution 

' lll federal parks can be dil· 
ftcult to achieve by provincial 
governments pressured by 
local business interests. 
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